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Abstract 

The digital era has revolutionized how Muslims access hadiths, with applications and 
online platforms providing convenient access to vast collections. However, alongside 
these advancements, significant concerns have arisen regarding the validity of the 
content. Many platforms lack proper verification mechanisms, leading to the widespread 
dissemination of dhaif (weak) or maudhu' (fabricated) hadiths. This issue is exacerbated 
by low levels of hadith literacy among users, who often rely solely on search features 
without understanding the sanad (chain of narration) or matan (content), potentially 
distorting religious understanding and practices. This study explores the challenges and 
opportunities of digital hadith applications, focusing on content validity and the role of 
technology in hadith studies. Using a qualitative descriptive-analytical approach, data 
were gathered through library research, analyzing classical hadith collections, academic 
journals, and digital platforms. Case documentation was also utilized to identify examples 
of misinformation and evaluate digital platforms’ mechanisms for ensuring authenticity. 
The findings reveal that many digital applications fail to provide comprehensive sanad 
and matan verification, amplifying the risks of misinformation. However, technology 
offers substantial opportunities, including efficient access to primary sources, 
multilingual translations, and tools for interactive learning. These advancements 
highlight the potential for digital platforms to enhance hadith studies if developed 
responsibly. This study recommends collaborative efforts between scholars, developers, 
and educators to create reliable and authentic digital hadith platforms. Public education 
on the principles of hadith studies and responsible use of technology is crucial for 
preserving the integrity of Islamic teachings and ensuring their relevance in the digital 
age. 
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1. Introduction 

In the digital era, applications and online platforms that feature hadiths are 

increasingly used by Muslims to deepen their religious knowledge. These 

applications provide easy access to thousands of hadiths, ranging from classical 



Al-Iftah: Journal of Islamic Studies and Society 

Vol. 5, No. 2, (2024), pp. 136-149 

ISSN: 2797-1686 
 
 

Judul Artikel | 137  
 

collections to modern compilations, accessible anytime and anywhere. This 

phenomenon represents a positive trend, as Muslims are becoming closer to 

Islamic scholarly sources.(Hajar & Syarifah, 2024) However, behind this 

convenience lies a significant issue regarding the validity of the content presented. 

Many applications feature hadiths without adequate scientific verification 

processes, often exposing users to dhaif (weak) or even maudhu' (fabricated) 

hadiths. 

This phenomenon is further exacerbated by the low level of hadith literacy 

among the general public, who often rely on these applications as their sole source 

of information. Many users depend solely on the search features of these 

applications without understanding the context, sanad (chain of narration), or the 

degree of authenticity (sahih) of the hadiths they find. Consequently, unreliable 

hadiths become the basis for religious views or even practices, potentially leading 

to deviations in the understanding of Islamic teachings. This condition raises 

concerns about the long-term impact, especially if the spread of unauthenticated 

hadiths continues unchecked. 

Furthermore, several applications lack transparency in presenting the 

original sources of the hadiths. In many cases, the hadiths displayed are merely 

excerpts of the matan (text) without providing the sanad or references to the hadith 

collections, making it difficult for users to assess their authenticity. Additionally, 

some platforms offer biased interpretations of hadiths without proper guidance or 

oversight from qualified scholars. This situation not only undermines academic 

rigor but also creates confusion among users who lack a deeper understanding of 

hadith sciences. 

Nevertheless, digital hadith applications hold significant potential to help 

society better understand Islamic teachings. With proper presentation and 

oversight, these applications can serve as effective tools to democratize access to 

Islamic literature. However, the major challenge remains: how to ensure the 

authenticity, validity, and accuracy of the content provided without compromising 

the ease of access that makes digitalization so appealing.(Azizah, 2023) 

This research aims to analyze the phenomenon of the growing number of 

digital hadith applications that overlook content validity and their impact on 
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religious understanding within society. Another objective of this research is to 

identify the factors contributing to the spread of unauthenticated hadiths through 

digital media, including low digital literacy and weak scholarly oversight.(Ash et 

al., 2024) Additionally, the study seeks to provide practical recommendations for 

improving the accuracy and oversight of hadith content in digital applications, 

making them more relevant to the needs of modern Muslim communities. 

The novelty of this research lies in its focus on analyzing the quality of 

content in digital hadith applications, an area often overlooked in similar studies. 

Most existing research emphasizes the benefits of technology in improving 

accessibility to Islamic resources but rarely critically evaluates the impact of 

unauthenticated hadith dissemination through digital platforms. This study 

addresses that gap by offering a multidisciplinary approach that integrates hadith 

scholarship, digital literacy, and the development of Islamic applications. Thus, 

this research is expected to provide concrete solutions for creating digital hadith 

applications that are authentic, trustworthy, and contextual, serving as effective 

tools to enhance religious understanding. 

 

2. METHODS 

This study employs a qualitative approach with a descriptive-analytical 

method to explore the challenges and opportunities of hadith in the digital era. 

Data collection is conducted through library research, focusing on document and 

literature analysis related to the digitalization of hadith, hadith validity, and the 

use of technology in hadith studies. Secondary data from journal articles, books, 

websites, and previous research are also utilized to support the analysis. 

A qualitative approach is adopted to deeply examine the phenomenon of 

hadith digitalization and how technology affects the validity and dissemination of 

hadiths in the digital age. This research seeks to identify patterns, opportunities, 

and challenges arising from the digitalization of hadith by focusing on content, 

sources, and validity in digital platforms. 

The data for this study is gathered through various methods. First, a 

literature review is conducted to analyze relevant works, including classical hadith 

collections, previous studies, academic journals, and articles addressing 



Al-Iftah: Journal of Islamic Studies and Society 

Vol. 5, No. 2, (2024), pp. 136-149 

ISSN: 2797-1686 
 
 

Judul Artikel | 139  
 

digitalization, ulumul hadith (the science of hadith), and the impact of technology 

on Islamic studies. Second, the study examines popular applications and websites 

that provide access to hadiths to evaluate their features, validity, and content 

reliability. Third, case documentation is utilized to explore reported instances or 

findings related to the dissemination of fabricated or unreliable hadiths on social 

media, applications, or other digital platforms.(Wakhidah, n.d.) 

Through this methodology, the research aims to contribute significantly to 

the development of hadith studies in the digital era while offering solutions to 

address the challenges that arise. 

 
3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION  

The Evolution of Hadith in the Digital Era 

Marshall McLuhan categorized human history into four distinct stages of 

development: the tribal age, the literate age, the print age, and the electronic age. 

Advocates of technological determinism argue that societal changes within these 

stages were primarily driven by advancements in technology, whether directly or 

indirectly, even if such shifts often go unnoticed or are not explicitly 

acknowledged.(Jokhanan Kristiyono, 2022) Similarly, the evolution of hadith 

codification has mirrored these stages over time. During the tribal age, hadiths 

were preserved through memorization. The literate age introduced written 

documentation of hadiths. The print age marked the compilation and publication 

of hadiths in books, while the electronic age has brought about the preservation of 

hadiths in digital formats. This process is widely known today as the emergence of 

"digital hadiths."(Nur, 2022) 

Digital hadith refers to the presentation and documentation of hadiths using 

digital media. It represents a progression in the tradition of recording hadiths, 

beginning with oral memorization, transitioning to written records, then printed 

books, and now to digital formats.1 The term "digital" relates to technology that 

processes, stores, and produces data in binary form, consisting of positive and 

negative states. Positive states are represented by the number 1, and negative 

 
1  
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states are represented by 0. In the digital context, these discrete signals, 

represented as 1s and 0s, form the basis of all digital systems. 

Etymologically, the term "digital" is derived from the Latin word digitus, 

meaning "finger." Fingers, when counted, total ten digits, represented by two 

symbols: 1 and 0. This binary system underpins digital technology. Computers 

and advanced technologies use this digital foundation for data processing, known 

as binary digits or "bits." Complex calculations occur within processors, though 

they can be simplified into binary concepts, such as light switches, which have 

two states: "off" (0) and "on" (1). For example, flipping 20 switches in different 

positions can create patterns resembling shapes like flowers or hearts, depending 

on how the switches are configured. 

This binary concept also applies to other opposing conditions. For instance, 

turning a light switch on brightens a room, while turning it off darkens it. 

Similarly, natural occurrences like day and night, or the human tendency to 

oscillate between good and evil, reflect this binary dynamic. The concept also 

parallels the philosophical idea of Yin and Yang. Based on this framework, digital 

hadith can be defined as a collection of hadiths stored in binary data forms, 

presented as applications, text, images, audio, or video, and accessible through 

electronic media. 

The early practice of recording hadiths was often intended for personal 

purposes. During the codification era, however, the documentation of hadiths 

began serving public needs. For instance, in Al-Muwatta’, Imam Malik included a 

mix of hadiths and sayings of the Sahabah (Companions) and Tabi’in 

(Successors). Over time, different methodologies for arranging hadiths emerged. 

Initially, they were grouped based on the narrators (musnad), but due to 

limitations in this system, thematic arrangements (tabwib) were introduced. Imam 

Bukhari was a pioneer of this thematic approach. 

The thematic arrangement encompassed topics such as faith (aqidah), law 

(sharia), and ethics (akhlaq), and this method became known as the Jami’ system. 

Later, a more specific arrangement emerged, focusing solely on legal topics, 

referred to as the Sunan system. Another method concentrated on specific themes 

or narrators, known as al-Ajza’. Beyond these systems, there were others, such as 
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mustadrakat, mustakhrajat, and musanafat, which structurally resembled Jami’ and 

Sunan but differed in content. 

The digitization of hadiths has experienced significant advancements in 

recent years. Printed collections of hadiths are now digitized, often by scanning, 

creating e-books that mirror the printed versions and are accessible through 

electronic devices. Platforms like waqfeya.com host such scanned collections. 

Beyond simple digitization, many hadith texts are now rewritten to match the 

numbering, volume, and page arrangements of specific print editions. This method 

facilitates advanced search functions and easy quoting of texts, as seen on 

platforms like new.shamela.ws. 

In line with the academic referencing era, hadith digitization today goes 

beyond simple numbering or brief narrator information. For instance, the 

Ensiklopedi Hadis Saltarena, developed from Kitab 9 Imam Lidwa Pusaka, 

integrates comprehensive editor, publisher, and publication year details. Databases 

of narrators (rijal al-hadith) have also been digitized based on specific printed 

editions, available on platforms such as http://hadithtransmitters.hawramani.com/ 

and https://alifta.net/viewrwah.html. A broader view of modern digital hadith 

developments can be seen at www.hadisdigital.online, which hosts over 250 links, 

offering a wide range of formats, including e-books (PDF, EPUB, DOCX, BOK, 

CHM), databases (CSV, SQL), websites, desktop applications, and Android apps. 

 

The Urgency of Hadith Validity in the Digital Era 

In the digital age, the question of hadith validity has become more critical 

than ever. While sahih hadiths are universally accepted as authentic and reliable, 

the widespread sharing of hadiths through various digital platforms without 

critical scrutiny of their classification—whether sahih, hasan, or dhaif—has led to 

significant issues. Accepting all hadiths at face value without evaluating their 

sanad (chain of narrators) and matan (content) reflects a lack of careful judgment 

in deriving religious rulings or guidance. 

This problem is compounded by a common assumption among many users 

that all hadiths from collections like Sahih Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, or other 

canonical works (Kutub al-Sittah and Kutub al-Tis’ah) are inherently valid and 
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require no further historical analysis. However, being included in these 

compilations does not automatically guarantee the historical authenticity of a 

hadith. Some hadiths were widely narrated in specific periods, such as the second 

half of the second century, but their earlier transmission was limited, often relying 

on solitary reports (ahad). This historical backdrop highlights the importance of 

applying rigorous methodologies, such as those outlined in ulumul hadith, to 

ensure the reliability of hadiths, particularly in the digital context. 

The delay in codifying hadiths during the Prophet Muhammad’s time 

further adds to the complexity of this issue. The Prophet initially prohibited 

recording hadiths out of concern that they might become conflated with the 

Qur'an. This prohibition was later lifted once the Qur'an was fully compiled, 

allowing hadiths to be systematically documented. Despite this, not all collectors 

applied consistent verification standards in their compilations, leading to variances 

in reliability that persist in modern times. 

Today, the rapid development of digital platforms has made hadiths more 

accessible to the public. Applications and websites offer vast collections of hadiths 

that can be easily searched and shared, providing convenience for users. However, 

these platforms often lack mechanisms for validating the sanad and matan. This 

gap has led to the dissemination of falsified hadiths—a problem that has existed 

since the Prophet’s passing. Hadith fabrication has historically been driven by 

factors such as political motives, sectarian disputes, theological conflicts, and even 

misguided efforts to promote Islamic values. These same challenges are amplified 

in the digital age due to the ease and speed of information dissemination. 

Research on digital hadith applications reveals significant weaknesses. For 

instance, cybersecurity vulnerabilities in some platforms have allowed 

unauthorized changes to hadith data, leading to inaccuracies. In addition, some 

applications lack oversight by qualified hadith scholars, raising questions about 

the authenticity of their content.(Juriono, 2022) A study on the ODOH (One Day 

One Hadith) application, for example, found discrepancies, including the inclusion 

of Shia Twelve-Imam hadiths and mistranslations that altered the intended 

meaning. These issues highlight the importance of rigorous quality control for 

digital platforms offering hadith content. 
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The matan of a hadith also requires critical examination, as even a valid 

sanad does not necessarily guarantee the authenticity of the content. Some 

scholars, like Muhammad al-Ghazali, have pointed out cases where hadiths with 

reliable sanad were deemed weak in their matan. The criteria for evaluating matan 

have traditionally included ensuring consistency with the Qur'an, avoiding 

contradictions with other established hadiths, and aligning with reason and 

historical facts. While the last two criteria are debated, they remain important in 

assessing the reliability of a hadith. 

The digital era has also introduced new challenges related to 

misinformation. Social media and websites frequently disseminate incomplete or 

ambiguous hadiths, often lacking proper attribution to their sources. Studies show 

that much of the Islamic information on the internet requires verification and 

correction.(Taufik & Suryana, 2022) For example, some websites labeled as 

Islamic promote content that conflicts with authentic Islamic teachings, sometimes 

deliberately created by anti-Islamic groups to confuse readers. This phenomenon 

underscores the need for vigilance in evaluating digital hadith content. 

To ensure the authenticity of hadiths in the digital age, several measures 

must be taken. First, the sanad must be critically examined to verify its continuity 

and the credibility of narrators. Second, the matan should be analyzed to ensure it 

does not contradict the Qur'an or established sahih hadiths. Third, hadiths shared 

on digital platforms must be cross-checked with the works of trusted scholars and 

primary sources.(Umar, 2014) Finally, Muslims must enhance their knowledge of 

hadith studies to become more discerning when encountering religious 

information online. 

Digital technologies provide significant benefits, such as the efficient 

dissemination of information and the ability to preserve vast collections of hadiths. 

However, these benefits are accompanied by risks, including the potential for the 

spread of false information. Social media, in particular, not only alters how 

information is shared but also influences how it is perceived. Research shows that 

many users recognize the need to verify Islamic content online, reflecting growing 

awareness of the dangers of misinformation. 
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In conclusion, the validity of hadiths in the digital era requires careful 

attention to both sanad and matan. Scholars have established clear criteria for 

assessing hadith authenticity, including ensuring that the matan aligns with the 

Qur'an, avoids contradictions, and meets established standards of reliability. 

Muslims must approach hadiths shared on digital platforms with caution, applying 

scholarly methods to protect against falsification and maintain the integrity of this 

vital source of Islamic law. 

 

Challenges and Opportunities of Hadith in the Digital Era 

The digital era has brought remarkable changes to how information is 

accessed and shared, including the widespread dissemination of hadiths through 

social media, websites, and other online platforms. This technological progress has 

made it easier for people to find and share hadiths. However, alongside these 

benefits, significant challenges arise in preserving the authenticity and integrity of 

hadiths. Ensuring the reliability of hadiths in the digital age is critical, as 

misinformation can easily spread and mislead audiences. 

The integrity of hadith refers to its authenticity and the extent to which it 

can be trusted as accurate. In the digital context, hadiths are often shared through 

various platforms, making them accessible to a broad audience. However, this 

convenience also opens the door to fabricated or unverified hadiths. The rapid 

spread of such hadiths without proper verification poses a serious threat to their 

credibility. To address this, users must critically evaluate the sources of hadiths 

before accepting or sharing them. Verified and reliable sources, such as canonical 

hadith collections and credible Islamic organizations, must be prioritized. 

Another challenge is the origin and originality of the hadith itself. In the 

digital age, the possibility of sourcing unreliable or falsified hadiths is higher than 

ever, as anyone can easily share textual or visual content on social media. This 

emphasizes the importance of relying on authentic hadith sources, validated 

through rigorous scholarly review. The involvement of qualified scholars and 

experts in hadith studies is crucial to safeguarding their credibility in a digital 

environment. 
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Further complicating this issue is the debate among scholars regarding the 

use of technology in hadith studies. While some prefer traditional methods, others 

embrace technology to streamline and enhance research. Not all technological 

tools align with the expectations of all individuals or groups, which can create 

friction. Striking a balance between technological advancements and preserving 

the scholarly rigor of hadith studies is essential to maintaining the authenticity of 

hadith in the digital era.(Rosyad & Alif, 2023) 

Educating individuals about the importance of verifying the sources of 

hadiths before accepting or sharing them is another critical task. Many users are 

unaware of the risks posed by fabricated hadiths and the importance of seeking 

information from credible sources. Before endorsing a hadith, individuals should 

critically assess its origin, ensuring it aligns with trusted collections and Islamic 

teachings. Critical thinking and a cautious approach are necessary to navigate the 

vast amount of hadith-related information available online. 

Despite these challenges, technology also presents significant opportunities 

for hadith studies. Digital advancements have made it easier to access primary and 

secondary hadith sources, allowing researchers and students to explore broader 

collections and deepen their understanding. Online platforms and digital libraries 

enable quick and efficient searches for hadiths, saving time and increasing 

research effectiveness. Collaborative tools further facilitate global discussions 

among scholars and students, fostering deeper engagement and shared knowledge. 

Technology has also revolutionized the preservation and restoration of 

ancient hadith manuscripts. Digital techniques ensure that valuable historical 

documents are safeguarded for future generations, preventing the loss of critical 

Islamic intellectual heritage. Moreover, applications and platforms now provide 

multilingual translations of hadiths, making them more accessible to a diverse 

audience. Accurate digital translations break down language barriers and bring the 

teachings of hadith to a global audience.(Putri & Riza, 2024) 

For students, digital tools simplify access to hadith sources, enabling 

keyword searches, thematic studies, and detailed analysis of narrators. These tools 

foster a more efficient learning environment. For educators, technology enhances 

teaching methods by offering interactive tools, multimedia presentations, and 
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specialized applications to illustrate hadith concepts effectively. Such tools make 

learning more engaging and relevant, ensuring that students remain connected to 

authentic sources. 

Moreover, the digital era has transformed writing and publication 

conventions. In the past, publishing scholarly works involved lengthy processes. 

Now, digital platforms allow independent and rapid publication, enabling wider 

dissemination of research. While this democratization of information is 

empowering, it also underscores the importance of ensuring the credibility and 

authenticity of the content being shared.(Aswita et al., 2022) 

However, the ease of spreading information also raises concerns about 

accuracy. Hadiths are now often shared in formats like memes, cartoons, or 

videos, requiring users to remain vigilant about the credibility of these 

representations. Misrepresenting the Prophet’s sayings, whether intentionally or 

unintentionally, is a serious offense, as emphasized in his own words: 
دًا فَـلْيـَتـَبـَوَّأْ مَقْعَدَهُ مِنَ النَّارِ   بَـلِّغُوا عَنيِّ وَلَوْ آيةًَ وَحَدِّثوُا عَنْ بَنيِ  إِسْراَئيِلَ وَلاَ حَرجََ وَمَنْ كَذَبَ عَلَيَّ مُتـَعَمِّ  

“Convey from me even a single verse, and narrate from the Children of Israel 

without worry. But whoever intentionally lies about me, let him prepare his seat in 

the Fire.” 

Digitalization efforts, such as those by the Hadith Study Center (Pusat 

Kajian Hadis or PKH), have demonstrated how technology can responsibly be 

used to preserve and share hadiths. By reproducing classical hadith books in 

digital formats and creating creative content based on them, such initiatives ensure 

that the legacy of hadith is maintained. With proper utilization, technology can 

enhance understanding, research, and dissemination of hadiths, benefiting 

Muslims worldwide.(Azizah, 2023) 

In conclusion, while the digital age poses significant challenges in 

maintaining the authenticity of hadiths, it also offers unparalleled opportunities for 

advancing hadith studies. By leveraging technology responsibly, scholars and 

individuals can enrich their understanding, safeguard the credibility of hadiths, 

and ensure their accessibility to future generations. 
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4. CONCLUSION  

Digitalization has profoundly transformed the way hadiths are accessed, 

studied, and disseminated. While this development offers significant opportunities, 

such as increased accessibility, broader collaboration, and the preservation of 

Islamic intellectual heritage, it also poses critical challenges to the authenticity and 

validity of hadiths. The rapid spread of fabricated or unverified hadiths through 

digital platforms underscores the necessity for rigorous verification processes and 

scholarly oversight. The historical evolution of hadith compilation—from oral 

transmission to written records, printed texts, and now digital formats—highlights 

the ongoing need for authenticity at each stage. However, the current digital era 

amplifies the risks of misinformation, with the ease of sharing unverified hadiths 

on social media and other platforms. This problem is further complicated by the 

lack of user awareness regarding the principles of sanad and matan analysis, which 

are essential in assessing the credibility of hadiths. 

The study of hadiths in the digital era reveals three critical findings. First, 

while digital platforms provide convenient access to hadiths, many fail to ensure 

the validity of their content, often omitting crucial information about sanad or the 

source of narrators. Second, the digital age has increased the risk of 

misinformation, emphasizing the need for users to critically assess the credibility 

of the content they encounter. Third, the responsible integration of technology 

offers significant opportunities to advance hadith studies, including access to 

preserved manuscripts, multilingual translations, and enhanced tools for 

interactive learning. In light of these findings, safeguarding the authenticity and 

validity of hadiths in the digital era requires collaborative efforts between 

scholars, developers, and the broader Muslim community. Emphasizing education 

about the principles of hadith studies, fostering critical engagement with digital 

content, and leveraging technological advancements responsibly are essential to 

preserving the legacy of hadith for future generations. 
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