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Abstract 

 This research was conducted to examine the effectiveness of reinforcement to 

motivate the students in learning speaking at SMPN 3 Batulappa. kab pinrang.This research 

used a pre-experimental method, by one group pre-test and post-test design. There were two 

variables they were independent variable the use of reinforcement strategy and dependent 

variable that is the students’motivation in learning speaking. The population of this research 

was a SMPN 3 Batulappa kab.pinrang, in academic year 2019/2020 which consists of one  

classes. The sample of this research was take one class of the population was class VIII.1 . In 

collecting data on students’motivation in learning speaking The researcher given pre-test 

before treatment, and post-test after treatment.The result calculation of mean score pre-test of 

students was 37.85 and mean score post-test of students was 67.85 it showed that the students 

speaking was increased. The result finding that score of t-test value was 4,51 while the score 

of t-table value was 1.725 for the level significance 0,5 degree of freedom 20. It showed that 

the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted, which the t-test value was greater than t-table 

value. Besides. It meant that the reinforcement  was interested for the students in learning 

speaking. Based on data analysis, the researcher concluded that using reinforcement able to 

motivate  the students in learning speaking at SMPN 3 Batulappa kab pinrang. 
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Introduction  

 Speaking is an important thing has in all aspect of language. It is because most of the 

people in this world used speaking skill in transferring their intensions to other people 

understand to use speaking than the other skills. 

Speaking is a means of oral activity that plays essential role in human interaction and 

communication when people express their ideas, mind, and feeling to others through the 

sequence of sound, word, and sentence. If someone speaking, they need enough vocabulary, 

grammar, pronunciation, and fluency as rule forming the speaking. One of form the speaking 

skill is vocabulary, because without enough vocabulary, the ability to communicate and 

convey cannot be established. Therefore, English teacher must have responsibility to use the 

material in teaching a foreign language. 
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In the learning motivation contained the ideals or aspirations of students, it is expected 

that students get motivation to learn so that they understand what is the goal of learning, 

besides that good student condition in learning will cause students to be enthusiastic in 

learning an able to complete the task well. 

Reinforcement which is part of modification student behavior aimed at providing 

information or feedback for the recipient (students) for making it as an act of encouragement 

or correction. In the teaching and learning process of giving reinforcement such as giving 

awards, or praise for the good deeds of students is a very necessary thing so with that 

reinforcement it is hoped students will continue to try to do better. 

   The researcher used of reinforcement to motivate the students in learning speaking 

because in the learning process it can ultimately lead students to the point of being bored in 

following the lessons. Besides that many things must be learned by students every day at 

school, giving praise or prize will arouse motivation in learning to speak and one of ways to 

make students interest in speaking English is giving the material for students that able to 

make them think by their mind, so they will speak freely. 

In this research the writer’s attention focused on reinforcement as one of the teacher’s 

strategies for give motivation to the student in learning speaking. So if we want to master it, 

we must study more perfectly and seriously by practicing. Especially for give reinforcement, 

the students have a good ability in reading, listening, writing, and speaking.  

Speaking is term of usage is oral communication in expressing ideas to their people as 

partner of conversation. Its mean the speaker can express his ideas through the language. 

According to Alex Sober express motivation is to awaken motif, awakening, or actuate 

someone or own self to do something in order to reaching a aim or satisfaction. 

We can fine many sources of motivation, but actually motivation only has two bus 

sources, the first source comes from within the individual or known as intrinsic motivation 

and the second is extrinsic motivation, which appears from the outer side and gives some 

influences to the individual like give incentives, social pressure.  

Reinforcement is applied by English education teachers is expected to improve the 

quality of education to learn English whether it be speaking, reading, writing, and act. So that 

learning can be run with the condition into existence as a response to the successful educator 

of learners in the learning process. 

To motivate someone or this case is the student, can be performed by applying a 

strategy to maintain and reinforce the desired behavior. Efforts to maintain these behaviors 
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can be done by providing reinforcement. If you want to weaken the response should not be 

given further reinforcement. Thus, in other words, a process has gone. Teachers are highly 

recommended to use positive reinforcement from the opposite response that can prevent 

desirable responses.  

English is one of the subjects in junior high school and one of the subjects that are 

considered difficult by some students. So students need reinforcement by teachers so that 

students who are motivated to learn English can maintain their ability to speak them and the 

students who have not been able to speak English  well may be motivated to learn English 

because punishment is  negative reinforcement, but when given correctly and wise can be 

used as a motivational tool. Therefore. Teachers mush truly understands the principles of 

sentencing. 

Method 

    The method of this research was pre-experimental design that applied one group of 

pre-test and post-test. In this research, treatment given between pre-test(01) and post-test(02). 

The population of this research Class VIII at SMPN 3 Batulappa,in academic year 

2019/2020. The researcher took VIII.1. The sample was selecting by total sampling because a 

sampling technique where the number of samples is equal to the population. In this research, 

the researcher used speaking test as an instrument. The test was applied in pre-test and post-

test to find out the students ability before and after joining the treatment. 

Discussion 

 This chapter deals with the presentation of data analysis as well as the describe on the 

result of data analysis, if we see the instrument used in this research, the data collected as put 

forward in the previous chapters, namely objective test consists of pre-test and post-test in 

describe pictures, the data were analysis in order to describe the students ability in the 

speaking through describe pictures. 

Table 1 The Mean Score Pre-test and Post-test 

Test Mean score Classification 

Pre-test 37.85 Poor 

Post-test 67.85 Good 

From the result data above shows that the mean score obtained by the students was 

different. The result of post-test was higher that pre-test. It’s the proved by the mean score of 

the post-test 67.85 while the mean score of pre-test 37.85 it means that after gave treatment 
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by using describe pictures, the students score obtained increased and the classification of 

post-test was good.  

Table 2. Standard deviation 

No Test Standard deviation 

1 Pre-test 17.29 

2 Post-test 63.08 

 

To find out degree of freedom (df) the researcher used the following formula : 

Df=N-1 

Df=21-1 

Df=20 

 

Table 3. The test of significant 

Variable t-test T-table value 

Pre-test and post-test 4.51 1.725 

        

  The data above means that it can be obtained on t or t-table significance 5% was 

1.725. If it compared with the result of t-test was 4.51, so it can be know  that is t-test higher 

than t-table 4.51≥1.725. Because the result of t-test was higher than t-table, so HO was 

rejected. It means that there was significance difference in speaking between before and after 

through reinforcement to motivate the students in learning speaking. The reinforcement given 

to motivate students in speaking is reinforcement such as verbal and non verbal reward so 

students fell happy because the results of their efforts are valued. The award may be 

applause, praise, smile, and others. The happy feeling of course have a positive influence on 

students motivation, specially speaking learning. Based on the result above, it convinces that 

through reinforcement able to motivate the students speaking. 

Conclution 

In this section, the discussion deals with the techniques applied in teaching speaking 

English. The use of reinforcement to motivated the students speaking at SMPN 3 Batulappa, 

the researcher got result from the research that through reinforcement gave influence for the 

students to interest in learning speaking. The students can be increased their speaking because 

it is also helped by learning speaking based on their experience and they easier to explain. 

This is shown by the result of students mean score. 
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The finding trough the pre-test shows us that most the show of the students had low in 

English speaking, while finding trough post-test shows us that most of the students had fairly 

good in English speaking. It was illustrated by the increase of the students score, in which 

none the students got very good in pre-test, but increased in post-test. 

The mean score of the students pre-test was 37.85 with standard deviation 17.29 and 

67.85 with standard deviation 63.08 in the post-test. The comparison between the mean score 

in pre-test and post-test showed a difference and increased then before. According to the data 

analyzing above, it showed that the score in post-test was higher than the score in pre-test. 

Result of the percentage in post-test of students score above, speaking by using 

reinforcement at SMPN 3 Batulappa was increase. This means that the students speaking 

developed after being given treatment. 

Through the students ability developed after being given treatment by using 

reinforcement is still far from the satisfaction. The research found that the most of the 

students made mistakes on the how to express all of the items of speaking skill component; 

fluency accuracy, and pronunciation. But, it does not meant that they do not get better in 

English speaking. 

That statement was supported by the calculation of the mean score on pre-test and post-

test. The result shows us that before giving the students treatment, their score was categorizes 

in poor classification with the mean score 37,85. After giving the treatment, their speaking 

had improved with mean score 67.85 which is categorized fairly good classification. This 

means that the average score of the students had significant development. 

The researcher was researcher was strengthening by the finding on the calculation of t-

test value, in which the t-test gotten was 4.51. It was compared to the t-table value was got 

1.725. This means that t-test value was better than t-table value or we can say there is 

significant difference between students speaking before and after the researcher gave 

reinforcement. 

To know what is the hypothesis receipt between alternative hypothesis (Ha) and null 

hypothesis(Ho), the researcher used t-test to calculating result showed that on the t-test value 

4.51 was greater than the t-table value 1.725 with degree of freedom N-1(21-1). It means the 

Ha concluded that use reinforcement in teaching English can increase the students speaking 

at SMPN 3 Batulappa was accepted while the null hypothesis rejected. 

Before the researcher gave reinforcement to the students, they are face same promlem 

in speaking. 
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1. The students were afraid to speak English because they did not want to make any mistake. 

2. The students had less vocabulary so that they could not speaking English effectively. 

3. The students had lack of motivation and awareness in learning English. 

 Based on the finding above and the theory in chapter II Reinforcement is 

applied by English education teacher is expected to improve the quality of education learn 

English whether it be speaking, reading, write so that learning can be run with the condition 

into existence as a response to the successful educator of learners in the learning process.  

Reinforcement can be either verbal and non verbal so that students feel happy because the 

result of his efforts rewarded. The award may be applause, praise, smile, and others. The 

happy feeling of course have a positive influence on students motivation, the researcher 

concluded that use reinforcement in teaching able to increase the students speaking at SMPN 

3 Batulappa. 

 

References 

Aini, hurul. 2017 “Giving Verbal and Non-Verbal Reinforcement of the Teacher in Learning 

Indonesia in Class VIII MTS Seririt. Journal of Indonesian Language and Literature 

Education Departement, Vol. 7 No.2 

Andayani, Riska.2012. “The Factores Influence Students Motivation in Learning English of 

the Second Year Students of SMP Negeri Binuang kab.Polewali Mandar”. Skripsi 

STAIN Parepare. 

Arikunto, Suharsimi. 2009. Dasar-dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan, Edisi Revisi;Jakarta:  Bumi 

Aksara. 

Asma, Kamaruddin. 2004 Increasing Transactional Speaking Skill through Group Discussion 

by Using Rangking Exercise for Eleventh Grade of MAN 2 Parepare. STAIN 

Parepare. 

As’ina, 2011. “The Effect of Punishment and Reward to Student Motivation in Learning 

English at the Second Year of SMPN 3 Mattirosompe” 

Bahar A. kaharuddin. Lets Speak English Actively A Comprehensive Guiding Book for 

Speaking STAIN Parepare. 

Bahri, syaiful.2002. Psikologi Belajar, Jakarta: Adi Mahasatya. 

Brown, H. D.1994. Principles of Language Learning in Teaching, Third Edition; 

U.S.A:Prentice Hall Regents Prentice. Hall, Inc. 



Inspiring: English Education Journal 

Volume 4 No 1 March 2021 
 
 

39 
 

Brown, H. D.2001. Teaching by Principles: An Interaction Approach to Language Pedagogy. 

Addition Wesley Longman, New York USA 

Byrne.1986. Teaching Oral English : Longman Hand Books for Language Teacher. 

London:Longman Group. 

Djafar, Rustam.2009. Improving Speaking Ability through Multiways Communication in 

Language Laboratory to the Second  Year Students of SMA Negeri 1 Sendana 

Kabupaten Majene,Unpublishes Skripsi, Parepare. 

Erma Yuliani. 2013.Giving Reinforcement to Motivate the Students at  SMA 5 lembang. 

Gay L. R.1981. Education Research Competencies for Analysis and Application. Second 

Edition, Colombus: Penerbit: Charles Merril. 

Gibert Judy B. 2008. Teaching Pronunciation, Cambridge, New York. 

Hamalik, Oemar.2009. Perencanaan Pengajaran Berdasarkan Pendekatan System 

Jakarta:PT Bumi Aksara. 

Hamza B.Uno.2006. Orientasi Baru Dalam Psikologo Pembelajaran, Jakarta: PT Bumi 

Aksara. 

Harmer, jeremy.2002. How to Teach Vocabulary: England, Longman. 

Hijra.2015 Reward and Punishment Implemented by English Teacher to Improve Students 

Motivation at the Eight Grade Students of Mts.Negeri Pinrang, Skripsi STAIN 

Parepare. 

John W. Santrock.2010. Psikology Pendidikan. Edisi. 2.Jakarta: Kencana. 

Kartika.2012. Improving Speaking Ability of the Second Year Students at MTS Lil Banat    

Parepare Through Alibi Game.Skripsi Sarjana; Jurusan Tarbiyah.parepare. 

Pandu Halifa. 2012. Teaching Speaking Through Rotating Roles Technique of the Second 

Year of Students at MTS DDI Bonto Perak Pangkep, Skripsi STAIN Parepare. 

Revel, jane. Teacing Technique for Communicative English London Macmillan: Pres 

Sardiman.2007. Interaksi dan Motivasi Belajar Mengajar, Jakarta: PT.Raja Persada. 

Slafin E. Robert.2011. Education Psycologgy Theory and Practice, New York: McGrow-Hill 

Companies. Inc, 5thEdition. 

Sober, Alex.2003. Psikologi Umum, Bandung: Pustaka Setia. 

Sulaiman 2004 “Analysis of Giving Teaching Strengthening Improve Student Learning   

Motivation”Jurnal Pesona Dasar, Vol. 2 No. 3. 



Inspiring: English Education Journal 

Volume 4 No 1 March 2021 
 
 

40 
 

Pratiwi Wahyu Nugraheni.2011. The Effect of Reinforcement  Application and Learning 

Facility on the Learning Achievement Study of Economy of X Graders of SMA N 1 

Klego Boyolali. 


